
 
Avalanche Forecast for Monday, March 16, 2020 

  
 

The Bottom Line  
Conditions that create a long sliding fall hazard persist. Warm rain followed by a re-freeze Friday night has left most of 
the open snowpack firm, icy and smooth where an unexpected stumble can lead to sliding downhill at an accelerating 
rate that quickly becomes too fast to self arrest.  Mitigate this hazard in steep terrain by using tools that keep you firmly 
connected to the snow including crampons, ice axe, and rope belay where appropriate. For skiers and snowboarders 
looking for sun softened snow, south aspects may soften today, or they may not. If they do soften a little, it may not be 
enough to eliminate the sliding fall hazard, and remember that once the afternoon sun passes the softened snow will 
very quickly flash freeze. Avalanche danger is LOW today. 
 
Mountain Weather 

Yesterday​, an overcast morning cleared to blue skies with temperatures reaching 7F on the summit of Mt Washington 

and 28F at Hermit Lake. Wind from the NW was moderate and consistent at 35 to 45 mph for the daylight hours. Bright 

sun may not have been enough to soften snow on southern aspects. 

Today​, another day of clear skies and temperatures in the single digits F. North west wind will shift SW midday at 15-25 

mph and increase to 30-45 mph and higher after dark. Up to an inch of snow is possible tonight from snow showers.  

Tomorrow ​snow is forecast to begin before sunrise and continue through the day with 1 to 3” or more at higher 

elevations from almost 0.5” of water. Wind is expected to be from the S for roughly the first half of the storm, shifting W 

for the second half of the storm. Temperatures on the summits will reach the lower 20sF. At this time, it looks like the 

freeze line will be around 3500’. Locations below 3500’ will see some rain as temperatures warm midday. Avalanche 

danger will increase if we see the upper end of possible snow totals. 

  

Primary Avalanche Problem 

 

Thin wind slabs can be found in locations that were protected from the extreme winds Friday and Saturday. In some 
areas these wind slabs will be firm and unreactive, and in other locations they will be encased in an ice crust with a 
softer layer of snow beneath. Areas that were scoured from the wind will be very firm, icy and smooth.  
 
Forecast Discussion 
Long sliding falls are a significant hazard in our terrain after a rain and re-freeze.  We include a list of accidents on our website as a 
learning tool for others. It’s helpful for all of us to read about the mistakes of others, reflecting on the decisions we make, and 
maybe even exposing a bad habit or two such as not putting crampons early or leaving your helmet on your pack for the climb. We 
also have a separate list for long sliding falls, since we see them often, and can be especially dangerous: 
https://mountwashingtonavalanchecenter.org/long-sliding-falls/ 
Yet to be added to this list: yesterday afternoon the Hermit Lake Caretaker and a Snow Ranger assisted a skier who fell and slid the 
full length of Right Gully in Tuckerman Ravine. His injuries required transportation to the road and an ambulance to a local hospital. 
Please take a few minutes to read through this list and remember that the simple steps we talk about often, including using 
crampons, stiff boots, ice axe and understanding the limits of practiced self-arrest can help keep you safe, making your day more 
fun.  Thanks to the observation who pointed out slick conditions above the ravines. 

Jeff Fongemie, Snow Ranger USDA Forest Service, White Mountain National Forest; (603)466-2713 TTY (603)466-2858 
 
Please Remember:​ ​Safe travel in avalanche terrain requires training and experience. This forecast is just one of many decision making 
tools. You control your own risk by choosing where, when, and how you travel. Understand that the avalanche danger may change when 
actual weather differs from the weather forecast.  For more information contact the Forest Service Snow Rangers, the AMC at the 
Pinkham Notch Visitor Center, or the caretakers at Hermit Lake Shelters or at the Harvard Cabin. 

 


