
 
Avalanche Forecast for Saturday, February 8, 2020 

  
 
The Bottom Line  

● Wind drifted snow is today’s avalanche problem. Continued wind loading today may be enough to make 
these slabs avalanche naturally. 

● If you brave the wind and cold, identify terrain features that are likely trigger points (edges of the slab, 
convex rollovers, unsupported slopes, or apron-shaped piles of snow below extreme terrain) and manage 
these appropriately. 

● Avalanche danger is CONSIDERABLE today where wind slabs exist. 
● The wind has scoured some slopes to an icy crust. This will enable you to avoid the avalanche problem but 

put you on a slope that will prove difficult to arrest a fall. Proper equipment will help mitigate the risk of a 
sliding fall. 

Mountain Weather 

Yesterday, mixed precipitation forms fell for much of the day until mid-afternoon when a front passed and we saw 
sudden change in weather. A brief period of calm wind was followed by a shift in wind from S to W, a sharp increase 
in speed, plummeting temperatures, and the change from rain to heavy snowfall. Precipitation totals for yesterday 
were 4” of snow with a total liquid precipitation of 0.68”, roughly half of that falling as rain or some mixed form. 
Today, lingering moisture may produce snow showers, but this will be confined to the morning and should result in 
no significant accumulation. Skies will clear by the end of the day. Morning wind from the west at 60-80mph will shift 
to the NW and decrease slightly. It will be cold today, with ambient temperatures above 3500’ staying below 0F. 
Primary Avalanche Problem 

          

Strong wind last night has blown snow onto slopes in the lee of a W wind as well as cross-loaded gullies with N and 
S aspects. The strength of wind last night likely had a two-fold effect: strong enough to scour some slopes and 
strong enough to create firm wind slabs. While these wind slabs will be firm and may not react to the weight of a 
skier, they are very recently formed, sit on a melt/freeze crust, and are probably upside down in structure. Continued 
wind loading today may add enough weight to tip the scales and initiate a crack in the slab. 
Forecast Discussion 
Today’s forecast comes with a degree of uncertainty. While we are confident that wind slabs are out there and some 
scouring has taken place, here are 4 items we’re less sure about that is driving our Considerable rating for the day: 
(1) Wind speeds last night were high, but not to the point of creating sastrugi and blowing all available snow to 
Wildcat. You may find wind slabs that are reactive to a human trigger. (2) The drop in temperatures occurred as 
snow began to insulate the rain soaked surface. Some of this melt/freeze crust may be insulated and still freezing 
over, allowing the slab to bond slightly better. (3)A significant amount of mixed precipitation fell yesterday that is 
mixed into the wind slab. These precipitation forms tend not to bond well and create instability within the slab in the 
form of weak interfaces. (4)These wind slabs are very fresh and cold temperatures today will not promote 
settlement. As wind continues to load slopes, the possibility of natural avalanches should stay on your radar for the 
day. 
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Please Remember: Safe travel in avalanche terrain requires training and experience. This forecast is just one of many decision making 
tools. You control your own risk by choosing where, when, and how you travel. Understand that the avalanche danger may change when 
actual weather differs from the weather forecast.  For more information contact the Forest Service Snow Rangers, the AMC at the 
Pinkham Notch Visitor Center, or the caretakers at Hermit Lake Shelters or at the Harvard Cabin. 

 


