
 
Avalanche Forecast for Wednesday, March 6, 2019 

  
 

The Bottom Line 
Slopes with large areas of wind drifted snow could produce an avalanche from a human trigger today though natural 

avalanches are unlikely in all areas. The Headwall of Tuckerman Ravine and the Southern Gullies in Huntington hold the 

largest of these new wind slabs. These slabs are likely to be stubborn though a human-triggered avalanche on the larger 

side remains possible here following the wind loading that occurred yesterday and overnight. All forecast areas have 

MODERATE avalanche danger, with the Northern Gullies in Huntington Ravine as the exception with LOW  avalanche 

danger. Be mindful that the soft snow you may be seeking is the avalanche problem today, and the old bed surface is 

firm requiring careful footwork with crampons. 

 

Mountain Weather 

Just under and inch of new snow fell at higher elevations overnight on 40-50 mph W wind with cold temperatures that 

bottomed out at -15F. Today will be another unseasonably cold day with a high temperature in the teens below zero. 

The current 35-50 mph W wind will increase later this afternoon with gusts to 75 mph. Summits will remain mostly in 

the clouds with a chance of snow showers and up to an inch of new snow. Tomorrow is forecast to be cold as well with a 

high of -10F and another chance for snow showers.  

 

 

Primary Avalanche Problem 

                                 
                Wind Slab                                Aspect/Elevation                                Likelihood                        Size 
 

Wind slabs formed in the last 24 to 48 hours are the primary avalanche concern today. These slabs are generally firm 

and stubborn with softer and reactive pockets in wind sheltered terrain. These new slabs will be found primarily in start 

zones in the middle or lower areas of slopes and gullies in the ravines on the east side of the range.  

 

Snowpack and Avalanche Discussion 
Our snowpack is a mix of new wind slab, and old bed surface. Stability tests yesterday low in Huntington Ravine and 

Tuckerman Ravine demonstrated moderate results, though only in the most wind protected locations. Generally the 

new slabs were firm (P) to the bed surface and likely to be unreactive in all but isolated areas in steepest terrain. Many 

places in our terrain are also wind scoured making skinning difficult and crampons useful. Pockets of wind slab can be a 

problem especially over steep or rocky terrain or terrain traps like you might find in west side gullies. 
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Please Remember: Safe travel in avalanche terrain requires training and experience. This forecast is just one of many decision making 
tools. You control your own risk by choosing where, when, and how you travel. Understand that the avalanche danger may change when 
actual weather differs from the weather forecast.  For more information contact the Forest Service Snow Rangers, the AMC at the 
Pinkham Notch Visitor Center, or the caretakers at Hermit Lake Shelters or at the Harvard Cabin. 

 


